Two Poems: My Interaction with Other SE Asian Communities, Struggle to Laotian Community by Pan, Prinston
Journal of Southeast Asian 
American Education and 
Advancement 
Volume 16 Issue 1 Article 1 
2021 
Two Poems: My Interaction with Other SE Asian Communities, 
Struggle to Laotian Community 
Prinston Pan 
prinston.pan@gmail.com 
Follow this and additional works at: https://docs.lib.purdue.edu/jsaaea 
 Part of the Bilingual, Multilingual, and Multicultural Education Commons 
Recommended Citation 
Pan, Prinston (2021) "Two Poems: My Interaction with Other SE Asian Communities, Struggle to Laotian 
Community," Journal of Southeast Asian American Education and Advancement: Vol. 16 : Iss. 1, Article 1. 
DOI: 10.7771/2153-8999.1225 
Available at: https://docs.lib.purdue.edu/jsaaea/vol16/iss1/1 
This document has been made available through Purdue e-Pubs, a service of the Purdue University Libraries. 
Please contact epubs@purdue.edu for additional information. 
This is an Open Access journal. This means that it uses a funding model that does not charge readers or their 
institutions for access. Readers may freely read, download, copy, distribute, print, search, or link to the full texts of 
articles. This journal is covered under the CC BY-NC-ND license. 
 
Vol. 16 Iss. 1 (2021)                               www.JSAAEA.org 
Readers are free to copy, display, and distribute this article, as long as the work is attributed to the author(s)  
and the Journal of Southeast Asian American Education & Advancement, it is distributed for non-commercial purposes only,  
and no alteration or transformation is made in the work. More details of this Creative Commons license are available at 
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/. All other uses must be approved by the author(s) or JSAAEA.  
Journal of Southeast Asian American Education & Advancement, Vol. 16. Iss. 1. (2021) ISSN: 2153-8999 
 
 








My Interaction with other SE Asian Communities 
 
The bell rings 
The scorching sun out and about 
Burning into the back of our necks 
It's lunch time. 
 
One brought banh,  
The other brought Prahak, 
I brought my laap  
Together we bond through  
One theme: underrepresentation 
We teach each other 
We learn from each other 
So we can fight the same problems that we all have 
 
We create communities at school  
To invoke discussion 
And bring forth new ideas  
To help cure the illness that we all suffer from 
We can’t fix this on our own 
We need to find others who are similar to us 
The three boys with the same home-made lunches 
 
We all seek equality and resources 
The matter is how we work together to succeed 
We are the next generation 
We need to be the one to change 
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If we never work together things will stay the same  
We must learn from the past to succeed in the future 
 
 
Struggle to Laotian community  
 
The history of my people is beginning to fade 
The elders are emotionally scarred  
It hurts for them to relive the war 
Or think “what would happen if we stayed?” 
Yet this is something that our generation must work around 
We must realize that we must be wholesome to get to the dark answers we seek 
Direct questions will only drag us down 
Little steps are the only way 
We need to ask questions that bring fond memories 
That lead into a deep dark hole 
Where the answers are that you seek 
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